[image: image1.jpg]@ Regional CooperationCouncil




FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE REGIONAL COOPERATION COUNCIL (RCC)

ADDRESS OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF RCC
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Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure and honor to address you all here, in Belgrade, on the occasion of the fourth Annual Meeting of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), together with our co-host, the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) Chairmanship in Office the Republic of Serbia. 
At the outset, I would like to take this opportunity and extend the gratitude to the Serbian SEECP C-i-O, Minister Jeremić and his team, for the excellent cooperation and synergy with the RCC in the course of last twelve months. And let me take the opportunity to congratulate Minister Jeremić for being elected President of the 67th UN General Assembly.
Looking back at the period since the last Annual Meeting over the eventful year marked by numerous important events, achievements and challenges, and after four and a half years of the RCC work, one can ask about the most important conclusions and lessons learned. Is the region indeed advancing, and what are the proofs and evidences to that? What has been done and what remains to be done?
The assessment is obvious. The region reached a point of crucial decisions taken regarding its EU future, of advancement in the process of reconciliation and rapprochement, of relaxed and widened human contacts, of more effective and deliverable regional cooperation. 

We take note with satisfaction of the completed accession negotiations and incoming Croatia’s EU membership, of Serbia’s status of EU candidate country, European Commission’s recommendation to start the accession negotiations with Montenegro very soon, of recent Arrangements between Belgrade and Prishtina regarding regional representation and cooperation as well as of further advancement by the other countries within the EU and NATO frameworks.  
But, at the same time, given the political and economic consequences of the current crisis on the EU itself and the overall changes of the international agenda and priorities, the remaining unresolved issues in many parts of the region produce an alarming combination, calling for a sense of common urgency and political wisdom, as the region needs to avoid any status quo or strategic imbalance. 

And precisely because of the influence of the remaining unresolved issues there is a need for consolidated and sustained regional cooperation. 

The debate opened within the SEECP on future forms and scope of cooperation in our region will certainly contribute in this respect especially as it will also have an impact on future strategic goals and work platform of the RCC, inter alia, by enhancing its role within the EU enlargement process. 

The dialogue of the RCC Secretariat with the EU institutions, in particular the European Commission (EC) played an important role in this context and demonstrated the possibility of associating RCC even closer to the Enlargement Agenda. 

In addition, there is a need that the SEE countries assume a greater self-responsibility in providing political support in favour of accelerated economic recovery, through large scale regional projects, especially in areas like infrastructure, transportation, waterways, etc, and to better translate genuine political commitments into concrete administrative follow–up and implementation. 

The RCC Secretariat strived to ensure that the all-inclusive platform serves the best long-term interest of its members from the region. An all-inclusive participation at the events organized within the RCC framework was witnessed in the course of 2011 and 2012.  

Today we are half way through of the three year implementation process of the RCC SWP 2011-2012, and, I can confirm, the RCC has delivered on almost two thirds of the assigned tasks, of which the most important ones are the transfer of the management of SEEIC from OECD to RCC, the implementation of the Regional Strategic Document in the area of Justice and Home Affairs, the regional cooperation mechanisms in the defence sector, the start of the regional work of the Task Force on Culture and Society, the steps forward in the media development, etc.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me conclude with my conviction that the countries of SEE will continue to advance towards the European and Euro-Atlantic integrations, sharing in parallel, a greater regional responsibility and concrete input in the regional dimension of the cooperation in our part of Europe, alongside similar cooperative platforms in other regions of Europe. 

On behalf of the RCC Secretariat and in my personal name, I would like, once again, to extend the gratitude to all RCC members, for their contribution and readiness to enhance the regional cooperation in SEE through the RCC.     

Thank you.
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